2. How does the school identify and assess the needs of children with SEND?

At St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School we identify children with potential SEND through a variety of ways, usually a combination, which may include some of the following:

· Liaison with previous school or pre-school setting and analysing information on transfer forms and records
· Identifying those children performing below ‘age expected’ levels at regular pupil progress meetings
· Following up parental concerns. Parents may raise concerns and ask the school to look more closely at their child’s learning or another aspect of their development. 
· Concerns raised by a teacher: for example, when behaviour or self esteem is affecting performance
· Liaison with external agencies e.g. for a physical/ sensory issue, speech and language
· Children with a Statement / EHCP (Education Health and Care Plan) already have many of their needs clearly identified. Their placement at our school is a decision that is made by the Local Education Authority. 
    Teachers will fill in an Early Monitoring Form for any child they are worried about which will be discussed with parents and the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator. Further assessments and observations may be carried out, initially by the SENCo, to add to the information already gathered by the Class Teacher about the pupil’s strengths, difficulties and needs. Appropriate next steps for the child will be planned for and parents are actively encouraged to be involved in the decision making process.
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